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Imagine living on an island in one big ocean. There are several islands all around the island you are living in, a number of the islands are close while others are far away. The standard type of travel between the islands is the use of a ferry. However, using the ferry means that there is no privacy amongst the passengers in such a way that other passengers can see everything that one is doing. In this context, with reference to computer networking, the ocean represents the internet, and the islands represent private local area networks. By using the ferry to connect between islands, it's like using the webserver to connect to the internet. Through the use of a web server, one has no control or power over routers or wires that comprise of the internet, similar to the way a passenger in the ferry has no autonomy over other passengers. Meaning one is vulnerable to security threats whenever he/she attempts to connect between two private networks through the use of a public resource.
If one of the islands resolves to connect to another isle through the creation of a bridge between them, to create a secure, more accessible and direct link to commute between the islands, the venture will be expensive to construct as well as maintain, even if the islands are close with one another. However, the cost of bridging between the islands is less high compared to the need to have a reliable and secure path. This analogy represents leased lines. The bridges (leased lines) are different from the internet (ocean), which can be connected between private local area networks (islands).  Most companies choose the alternative of using leased lines because their need for having a reliable and secure connection for their remote offices surpasses the expensive cost of setting and maintaining it—however, it is highly costly to bridge between islands that are a distance apart.
